Dear Jeroen,

I have produced the first 13 pages of a new website and have in separate e-mails attached the photos for these pages.

All pages have new titles that can also be applied in the side bar to replace old sidebar text please.

I will create more pages within the week for you to have the whole site completed by next weekend

There are no photos at all from Bivolari within the pages and I have not mentioned Bivolari or anyone in Bivolari!

ALL of the text in BLUE type is for your reference only Jeroen and not to be included in the website itself!

Text below the dotted line in Black is new site text.

Thank you for your support,

Blessings,

Brian..
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1. Front Homepage photo in center please

Stichting Romanian Children’s Humanitarian Foundation is a Dutch registered Non Profit NGO working on a voluntary basis in Romania, The Republic of Moldova and Republic of Serbia.

Mission & Objectives

To help raise standards of life for children, their families and old aged pensioners who often find themselves living at a level that places them at a disadvantage in society today.

We address these problems by teaching essential health education, providing personal counseling, viable solutions and work hands on with those we help, including in times of national disasters.

RCHF are members of the World Health Organization housed STOP TB partnership and affiliate members of EURAD, plus collaborate with both Romanian and Republic of Moldova health authorities.

Stichting_rchf@yahoo.com 
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3 photographs to go on right hand side.

Poverty in Eastern Europe 1, 2 & 3
Poverty within Eastern Europe. 

Over 50 Years of Communism saw the destruction of both Romania and Moldova in economic terms. This resulted in hundreds of thousands of decent families being left in both Countries in absolute poverty. After Communism sadly there have been too few initiatives to address hard poverty in real terms. In the case of Romania that joined the EU in 2007, poverty remains at a level unseen in the west since World War 2 with far too many families struggling daily to make ends meet. The situation in The Republic of Moldova, which is looking towards Europe in the future, is likewise similar.

Prices of consumer products and mains services have all risen steeply in recent years and since Romania joined the EU and we now also see price rises in The Republic of Moldova too, plus the World economic crisis has since 2009 affected both Countries, causing major job losses and the closure of many mainstream businesses and production factories.

The North East of Romania has been described as the black hole of Europe in Poverty terminology with high rates of extreme poverty seen throughout the Counties of Vaslui, Iasi, Botosani, Suceava and Neamt. In The Republic of Moldova extreme poverty affects many families also in the former industrial towns like Balti, Ednet, Soroca and Ungheni, with further poverty being reported in almost every village across the Country, plus in the Capital city of Chisinau also.

Thousands of good clean living people in these areas of Romania and Moldova still live in sub standard small-roomed unhygienic dwellings, some even without mains facilities and many without modern facilities. Many of the dwellings are in a state of disrepair caused by a lack of financial means of the families living in them. 

Poverty often means a lack of substantial food for these families. There are families that can afford only one meal a day and so children can grow thin and are prone to infection and disease. For those without work the unemployment subsidy is far too small to cover often food costs, plus afford gas and electricity and life becomes all to easily unbearable causing extra worry and stress. 

In all areas throughout the World poverty and illness go hand in hand and within RCHF we address this by teaching children who are the future of any nation about serious health problems, so that as they grow up into adults they will understand and be able to often prevent serious illness appearing within their families.
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2 photographs to go on right hand side

How we address poverty in families 1 & 2
How we address poverty in families

By observing best practices and involving people we help in their own decision-making we are able to help to raise the standards of a poorer family. 

Reducing poverty can only be achieved by a voluntary NGO with the support and understanding of those we help. It is not sufficient to give material aid and walk away as this does not resolve the problems of a family living in extreme poverty.

In our projects we get to know the family, its history and habits and work with them to help raise their standards with their approval. The project includes counseling and education as in many a family, especially the families with children, basic practices of daily living standards often are foregone as levels of despair affect these poorest daily and these standards must be regained.    

The education of children is a priority and we can help provide the required requisites for the children to be able to go to school that their parents find hard to afford. Parents on their part get the children ready for school each school day and take an interest in their child’s education, can also attend school parents meetings and can join in out of school activities. This all helps get their child the vital education it needs for its future life and gets the child out of the family dwelling for 6 or more hours per school day as well as allowing them to meet new friends. 

We update and re assess the family to see that the best objectives are being achieved regular basis. With our support families in deep poverty overcome the humiliation caused by the position they are in and realize that they are not alone.

At Christmas we provide additional aid that includes food supplies and presents to those most in need, plus give extra support at Easter too. 
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3 photographs to go on right hand side - empowering people to a better future 1.2 & 3 

Empowering people to a better future together
To have a future of happiness no matter at what level we live, we must learn to respect each other and disregard differences. In our work we teach about harmony of all people indifferent their colour, creed, race or if of a minority group. Everyone deserves the same chance to go forward in life.

Children are the future of any Country and we place a large emphasis on this point and within our projects. In Romania, The Republic of Moldova & Republic of Serbia we advocate that children should not be segregated by nationality, race or minority group and that all should attend the same school and sit together in class side by side. In this way barriers can be broken and understandings of each other gained, rather than in segregation that can create misunderstanding, racism and hatred at a young age. 

We also place a large emphasis on public health so that children and adults alike who live in the poorest areas who are prone to disease and infection can learn in simple terms about methods of disease prevention. We teach adolescent children about adolescent issues side by side, thus removing any stigma attached between sexes and in its place bringing a respect of the opposite sex.

Again this breaks barriers for the future and helps avoid mistakes often made by a lack of education on this subject.

We also advocate for all public officials to treat all members of the public with the same polite respect no matter if it should be a poor or affluent person is in front of them with a problem to resolve so that humiliation and frustration is avoided at all times. Our very future depends on helping and understanding each other together in our World today!

DISCRIMINATION RCHF POWERPOINT PRESENTATION LESSON TO ADD AT BOTTOM OF PAGE PLEASE.
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3 photographs pge 5 Public Health Education 1, 2 & 3 to go on right hand side.

Public health education

In underdeveloped and developing Countries were there are high rates of extreme poverty there are high rates of illness and disease. This applies also in Romania, The Republic of Moldova and Republic of Serbia alike where there is a direct link to severe illness through often-unhygienic living conditions and poor hygiene practices alike in many areas. The opening up to the west of these Countries has also brought additional problems like narcotic abuse and sexual related crimes and diseases associated with these types of problems often.

Romania has the highest incidences of Tuberculosis within the EU. The republic of Moldova also has a massive ongoing problem to resolve with increasing numbers of TB cases including multi drug resistant forms of TB. Tuberculosis is a significant public health concern therefore both in Romania and Moldova. TB incidence is higher in Iasi and Balti than the national averages in both Countries.
Serbia has less TB cases but has many amongst its minority populations. Rates of Aids and HIV virus are high in these countries also as is the number of people who suffer from diabetes, cancer, hepatitis and pulmonary diseases like pneumonia, chronic asthma coronary heat disease. 

To complicate matters these countries have underdeveloped and under funded healthcare systems which makes it all that harder to achieve best standards in medical care to overcome a serious medical problem with success. Many young medical professionals also leave to take higher paid salaries in foreign countries.

Prevention is better than cure and this we teach.

In all of the above with often a little education and understanding disease and serious illness can be prevented by taking a few well planned actions either within the family home, school or workplace and we place a great amount of our time in public health education as a means of prevention via education.

Our well designed and approved programs teach about basic Hygiene, Tuberculosis, AIDS/HIV virus, Hepatitis, healthy lifestyles and health eating, no smoking and alcohol abuse, the dangers of narcotics, The importance of regular medical checks and many more subjects that can aid a person to a healthier life. We have our own designed educational material including a animated children’s basic hygiene book and an interactive TB board game that makes learning fun for children and removes the stigma attached to TB as well as many pamphlets and posters all animated and in simple text so that all levels of society can understand with ease. We also educate in schools and Universities about public health issues to help bring awareness at an early age.
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1 x RCHF /Miriam artwork TB logo to go on right up in border space please

I X Photo Pge 6 Tuberculosis eradication.

1 x STOP TB logo to go underneath photo 
Tuberculosis eradication is a number one priority

 Tuberculosis (TB) is a major public health concern in both The Republic of Moldova and Romania, as indicated by summary data below. Though TB treatment is FREE of charge in Moldova patients are responsible for associated expenses, such as transport to and from the dispensary for Directly Observed Treatment (DOT) during the ambulatory, continuation phase. The national treatment default rate of 11% indicates gaps in understanding of rights and responsibilities in TB care.

In Romania, were again TB treatment is free there are associated unseen costs of travel to and from Hospitals and TB clinics for check ups and there is a similar lack of follow-up at home after intensive phase treatment in hospital. Poverty, alcoholism, and limited knowledge of TB disease are factors in treatment default, which is 6% in Romania.

Republic of Moldova statistics show 4940 cases a rate of 120.5 per 100.000 with deaths in 710 cases at rate of 17.3 per 100.000 and Romania 22776 cases a rate of 105.9 per 100.000 with a death rate of 3.500 or 16.0 per 100.000. In Balti town in Moldova the incidence rate shows 229 cases or 154.1 per 100.000 populations and in Iasi Romania 1051cases or 127.2 per 100.000 populations thus far higher than the already high national averages for both Countries.

Source: National Tuberculosis Program and Department of Phthisiopneumology, Clinical     Municipal, Balti, Republic of Moldova; and National Tuberculosis Program and Clinic of Pulmonary Diseases, Iasi, Romania

TB is perfectly preventable in most cases if best practices in basic hygiene within the home, workplace and school are observed; yet until we started TB education none existed to alert the populations. This we teach via programs aimed at allowing the public, including children to understand what TB is and how to prevent it by taking simple steps. Our work in this important domain has been undertaken for many years in Romania and in the last year we have also started programs of collaboration in both The Republic of Moldova and Republic of Serbia alike to help reduce the high numbers of TB cases via preventive education amongst the population. We as an NGO are also members of the World Health Organization housed STOP TB partnership.
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1 x poster in JPEG P7 violence in family to go on right hand side
Violence against women

Within Eastern Europe women’s rights are often abused for various reasons. Attitudes need to change from the old Communist days when a woman’s place was deemed to be in the home to cook, produce children and not be heard or have a view. Associated with violence against women that often goes unchecked is alcohol consumption in these Countries that produce their own alcohol, as often within the household there are wine groves within the garden areas

In recent years a new phenomena has arrived with the opening up of international borders and less restrictions in the form of people trafficking by organized crime gangs that entice all to easily local women with promises of highly paid jobs abroad and high salaries to what they can earn at home. For many living at the poverty level the temptation is to much to resist and they in many cases find to their horror that they have been trafficked and are raped by their captors and forced into prostitution with beatings and torture for non compliance.

We openly support the Police and educate to prevent all forms of violence against woman.

A family living in absolute poverty can often see tempers fray and family members become innocent victims. We visit these families were we see a possible danger and again counsel to overcome any major problems before they occur thus saving women and children from becoming victims of family violence and we advise those seeking work abroad on the correct methods of obtaining this on a legal and safe basis, so as to avoid being trafficked and abused.

TRAFFICKING OF PEOPLE PDF ATTACHED TO ADD TO BOTTOM OF THIS PAGE PLEASE
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Please see attached artworks pge 8 illegal narcotics 1.2 & 3 
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Advocating for a society free of illegal narcotics

We work and educate towards a Europe Free of illegal drugs of all disguises including hallucinating plant remedies and all other forms of substances that are a danger to public health. We say that if European citizens are to be healthy then the future must be a drug FREE Europe for everyone.

With an estimated 20 million drug abusers in Europe today and numbers are on the rise we see drug related suicide-deaths are alarmingly also rising among young people along with long term health problems and drug related accidents and absenteeism from both employment and for students from university lectures.

The scourge of illegal drugs affects whole families and destroys them all too easily across Europe. We do not support harm reduction policies that do not have a clear outcome of a drug free life and in a limited term, as recognize that these enable continued addiction. In short Narcotics are illegal because they are dangerous. Narcotics are not dangerous because they are illegal.

In our well designed anti drug programs we educate about the dangers of narcotics abuse in all of its guises from the well known drugs to lesser known ones that are just as lethal, so that children can avoid these products if offered them. We fully support the Romanian ban on head shops & spice shops.

These retail outlets flout the law though still in many European Countries by selling modified cannabis substances that are outside of the laws of many Countries and many retailers sell them as herbal relaxing remedies, which they are certainly not! These products known as ‘smoke and spice’ and by other names are highly dangerous modified narcotics and the proof of this is the amount of related deaths from these substances that are not fit for human consumption on public health grounds across Europe today. We will continue to support a ban in all countries of these products across Europe so that other lives can be saved from the misery of the heartless drug barons. We are now in the process of producing a new anti drug book, which will be fully informative of all types of narcotics as well as being animated for children as a major teaching tool on this subject.
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Our work within Romania

Romania flag (attached) to go in top right hand corner of page border please.

3x photographs – our work within Romania 1, 2 & 3 to go on right hand side please.

In Romania our first priority is a joint one of both public health education and programs of poverty reduction. We work in collaboration with public health and medical authorities. We work in the poorest area of Romania in the Counties of the North East.

All of the work is undertaken by Brian Douglas and our small team of volunteers who all participate in these noble actions for the benefit of others worse off than we are.

We have a program of health education for children as well as for older students and a parent program too.  Disease and illness can often be avoided by taking a few simple precautionary steps. 

Along with this we work to raise standards in the poorest of families and amongst old aged pensioners as well who often feel frightened and alone by counseling and helping them with various issues.

 We support minority group inclusion provided that the minority groups adhere to Romanian laws fully and apply for their legal rights as Romanian citizens if born within the Country. 

We support the Police in their crime prevention actions and advocate for a reduction in organized crime including offering advice about crime prevention. We also support a ban on illegal drugs and weed shops that came into force in Romanian in February 2010.
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Flag of Serbia to go in border area on right hand side please.
3 x photos Serbia 1,2 & 3 to go on right hand side please.

Republic of Serbia projects

The Republic of Serbia is a country which also is moving towards European standards and in 2009 our representatives attended a conference in the capital Belgrade on the subject of street children, plus learned first hand of the narcotics abuse problems within the Country faced by many young people today. 

During our first 2009 visit we were introduced to STOP TB partners working in Novi Sad town north of Belgrade and now have agreed to help each other’s NGOs in a mutual and beneficial collaboration. Serbia has over 2.000 registered TB cases resulting in an average notification rate of 27.8 per 100.000 occupants of which in 2007 statistics 1767 (86.2%) were newly registered cases and a rise in multi drug resistant cases of Tuberculosis as well.

Serbia like both Romania and The Republic of Moldova provides FREE TB treatment to those diagnose with TB.

Again we see that public awareness about Tuberculosis and related health subjects is lacking in Serbia and it is in this domain we have agreed to work in our collaboration in Serbia as by simple education and following easy guidelines one can often avoid coming into contact with TB and let the public know the basic signs and symptoms of TB too. It is also again like in Romania and Moldova important to inform correctly that TB is curable with modern drugs provided medical help is sought in time and that the patient follows the full course of treatment prescribed. The removal of a stigma attached to TB can also be overcome via education on the subject, so that sick people are not afraid to seek medical help for fear of being re-buffed by others in society.

With Serbia there is also a large Roma population at “Vojvodina” encampment and here the Roma has been counted now and cases of TB have also been found amongst them. In this camp we have agreed to teach via our interactive TB board game to the Roma children and supply information about TB to parents too, plus address other important health issues and ways to improve their quality of life.
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Moldova national flag to go in top right hand corner of Border please

3 x Photographs Moldova 1, 2 & 3 to go on right hand side of page please
Republic of Moldova RCHF initiatives

Within The Republic of Moldova we are working in collaboration with the Moldova medical authorities to address the huge number of cases of Tuberculosis that appear yearly and are on the rise, despite the fact that TB is preventable in most cases. 

Because of the stigma attached to TB many do not seek medical advice and treatment until it is too late and here needlessly lives are lost. TB is treatable if caught in time and if the full course of medical treatment recommended is followed and we are spreading this message to the population who in general know nothing of Tuberculosis until it appears within their family.

We are making available out Interactive TB board game lesson which is being translated into the Russian language so that children in The Republic of Moldova will like their Romanian counterparts have a chance to play as they learn about tuberculosis prevention.

We are also working on cross border initiatives in public health education including TB education and awareness between our programs in nearby Romania and Moldova for the benefit of both Countries and in outreach work in hard hit poverty rural areas. In June 2010 we hosted a joint Romanian Moldova initiative to discover new ways to help prevent cross border TB occurrences.

In 24th March 2010 (World STOP TB day) our NGO representatives presented our TB awareness and education projects at a medical conference in The Republic of Moldova.

We also support anti drug policies in Moldova in our public health education, so that young people can gain vital knowledge to help them avoid the dangers of illegal narcotics affecting their lives.
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Photo 1 = RCHF aid for flood victims Dorohoi.

Photo 2 = RCHF aid for flood victims Dorohoi 2

Photo 3 = With Police support RCHF hands out aid from its car in Dorohoi.

I will be making a PDF file about Dorohoi to add to the website later and will forward when complete. It will contain text and photos.
Emergency Disaster Relief

RCHF though a small NGO has the ability to act quickly and provide hands on support in times of great disasters. This again proved the case when at the end of June 2010 after weeks of torrential rain that caused major flooding in Romania. 

On the 28th of June the river bank swollen with water broke away in Dorohoi town in Botosani County causing a wall of water over 2 meters high to flood around half the town that evening. As the wall of water hit low lying residential dwellings it destroyed all within its path and sadly some lives where lost that evening. Others who escaped and fled to higher ground found that their homes in many cases had collapsed in the water and for others their homes were so badly damaged that they have to be demolished. The end situation was that many families lost everything they owned and had only the clothes they stood up in. Water wells were infected and the small of sewerage along with plagues of mosquitoes brought also a major health hazard.

RCHF was quickly on sight and made a evaluation of what could be done to help those who had lost everything. We contacted partner NGOs who sent over 30 tons of aid including fresh drinking water, food and essential supplies like beds, mattresses and clean bedding, plus RCHF provided clothing and purchased more food and bottled water for the refugees in Dorohoi.

We are working in collaboration with the Dorohioi local authorities and are planning stopgap portable accommodation for refugee families so that they can survive until reconstruction materials arrive from the authorities and work can be completed.

For further details see PDF Dorohoi disaster 2010
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Each photo has a full title to add please with photographs.

Please note al are attached in separate e-mails with title photo page

RCHF Photographs from Romanian, Moldova & Serbia.
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